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S —    —         is
rare, and for this rea son alone the 2013-14 State of the Fu ture study is im -
por tant, and a wel come con tin u a tion of the se ries pro duced by the Mil len -
nium Pro ject. It is an at tempt to peer into the fu ture, us ing all the mod els of 

trend anal y sis avail able to di vine the tra jec tory of hu man and nat u ral events.
This is a task fraught with con jec ture,

but, then, con tro versy and de bate may be
the pri mary ben e fit of such stim u la tion; at
least some one is think ing about where the
jug ger naut of hu man ac tiv ity is lead ing.

In ev i ta bly, mod el ing of trends pro duces
some what lin ear pro jec tions, and if his tory
— at its macro-level — teaches any thing, it
is that lin ear paths are rarely long sus tained.
But be fore dis cuss ing any spe cific as pect of
2013-14 State of the Fu ture, it is worth com -
ment ing that the study is ab so lutely worth
the reader’s time just in the as sem blage of
re search data alone. It raises so much de tail
that a se ri ous reader can pon der out comes
with out nec es sar ily buy ing into all the anal -
y sis and rec om men da tions of the writ ers of
the study. But the study does in deed make
many ex tremely in sight ful link ages which
pro vide a view of where, in many re spects,
hu man so ci ety has reached.

As the writ ers them selves note: “Fu tures
re search is the sys tem atic ex plo ra tion of as -
sump tions about the fu ture; un for tu nately,
its work has not been sys tem at i cally eval u -
ated and ap plied to im prove its qual ity in
decisionmaking. In stead, the tyr anny of the
mo ment tends to over rule long- term global 
per spec tives. Short-term, self ish, eco nomic
decisionmaking can [for ex am ple] be
blamed for the 2008 global fi nan cial cri sis,
con tin ued en vi ron men tal deg ra da tion, and
wid en ing in come dis par i ties. The long-term 
goal to land on the moon ac cel er ated tech -
no log i cal in no va tions, eco nomic growth,
and lifted the hu man spirit. The long-term
goal to erad i cate small pox in spired many
peo ple to co op er ate across cul tural and po -
lit i cal di vides.”

In some re spects, the au thors them selves
are pris on ers of the mo ment, with the con -
se quence that their per spec tives tend to be
based around cur rent — of ten fash ion able
— pri or i ties, such as the fix a tion on a per -
cep tion that broad en ing in come dis par ity
per se is a cause of con cern to hu man ity (as
pop u list pun dits to day por tray it). In the
lon ger-term, income dis par ity, to this re -
viewer, is cer tainly a cre ator of a re vived
sense of so cial envy (and there fore po lit i cal
dis quiet) in a world where av er age wealth
has — as the study ac knowl edges — risen
sub stan tially and pro gres sively in re cent de -
cades. A more wor thy phe nom e non for ex -

am i na tion, then, might per haps have been
how the growth of wealth at its broad est
level of dis tri bu tion has not cre ated a sta ble
world, but rather one riven with envy.

Such ris ing wealth and eas ing so cial stric -
tures have been the ba sis for so cial un rest
lead ing to ma jor rev o lu tions through out
his tory, and par tic u larly in the 20th Cen -
tury: Iran (1979), Rus sia (1917), and so on.
Can we fore see such dis lo ca tion in Eu rope
and the United States in the near fu ture, and
per haps the Peo ple’s Re pub lic of China
(PRC) in the fore see able fu ture?

A very pos i tive high light of the book is
that it doc u ments that a num ber of gov ern -
ments have de vel oped spe cific or ga ni za -
tions to ex am ine, and plan for, fu ture con -
tex tual is sues. The book dis cusses how these
or ga ni za tions can be ben e fi cial, not ing — as 
an ex am ple — that “the fu tur ist Herman
Kahn had about 20 dis cus sions with the
Pres i dent of South Ko rea over a 10-year pe -
riod that led to that coun try’s eco nomic
mir a cle. This was an ex cel lent ex am ple how
decisionmaking can be im proved by global
fore sight.” It goes on to note: “A suc cess ful
Global Fu ture In tel li gence Sys tem [GFIS]
should help pol icymak ing be come more
sen si tive to global long-term per spec tives.”

The book high lights the on go ing sci en -
tific prog ress which, in many ar eas, spurs
great hope that the fu ture will merely be a
more ef fi cient, health ier, better com mu ni -
cat ing ver sion of to day. It does not discuss
the grow ing con flu ence of trends which —
be cause of that con flu ence — are al ready
be com ing dis rup tive in the neg a tive sense.

The study cor rectly high lights the trend
of in creas ing con nec tiv ity of the global hu -
man pop u la tion and its ac cess to an al most
hu man-in te grated com put ing ca pa bil ity.
But it does not see this as a vul ner a bil ity,
nei ther as an in trin sic weak en ing of the in -
nate need for hu man ed u ca tion (as op posed
to com puter-based ar chiv ing of data) and
the ac cre tion of wis dom based on ac cu mu -
lated ex pe ri ence. Nor does it high light the
re al ity that the de pend ence of these ar ti fi cial 
ex tra-hu man syn ap ses on con stant elec tri -
cal sup ply is also its great vul ner a bil ity, not
only to infrastructural in ter dic tion, but also
to de cay and stag na tion. To what ex tent,
even, do we see the pros pect of cri ses in the
ar ti fi cial neu ral net emerg ing from the mat -

u ra tion and de cay in the in dus trial world’s
in fra struc ture of wa ter sup ply and phys i cal
trans por ta tion links?

The Ex ec u tive Sum mary of the 2013-14
State of the Fu ture re port noted: “The world
is im prov ing better than most pes si mists
know and … fu ture dan gers are worse than
most op ti mists in di cate.” An in ter est ing ob -
ser va tion, but per haps it could have been
phrased as: the world is im prov ing better in
some re spects than most op ti mists per ceive,
and fu ture dan gers are worse than most pes -
si mists an tic i pate. The study in some re -
spects fails to cap ture the most crit i cal el e -
ment of all his tory: the is sue of whether
con di tions fos ter lead er ship and so cial re -
spon si bil ity, ap pro pri ate to the stim u la tion
of sta ble so ci etal man age ment, or whether
con di tions fos ter a vac uum of lead er ship
and so cial co he sive ness ca pa ble of avert ing
great hu man di sas ter.

In other words, the in di ca tors of prog ress
mea sured could count for naught if sys tems
fail to cre ate the lead er ship ap pro pri ate to
the con di tion. The book talks in terms of
eth ics as though this was a con di tion which
could be uni ver sally agreed and was his tor i -
cally con stant; as if logic were uni ver sal and
im mu ta ble (and mir rored the pres ent West -
ern def i ni tions of logic and eth ics). For this
rea son, the be hav ior of whole so ci et ies and
of lead ers will con tinue to emerge as il log i -
cal and coun ter-pro duc tive in the rea son ing
of the study. In deed, this is a study by ex -
tremely in tel li gent peo ple ar gu ing that the
fu ture of the world will fol low a fun da men -
tally in tel li gent path, as de fined by their
logic par a digm. It is tempt ing to think that
this could be the case.

There is great em pha sis in the book, as in
so ci ety at large, on “col lec tive in tel li gence”
and the en gines which ap pear to cre ate it.
There is a case to be made that such sys tems
can have a ma jor im pact on pro duc tiv ity,
but in the ag gre gate a case can also be made
that “col lec tive in tel li gence” still emerges as
the low est com mon de nom i na tor, and does
noth ing to ac tu ally im prove the rate or qual -
ity of decisionmaking. We have only to look
at the fail ure of a gen er a tion of po lit i cal
lead er ship al most across the globe, and at
the stag na tion — in this age of inter-con -
nec tiv ity and “col lec tive in tel li gence” — of
the United Na tions, with its re peated fail ure
to ac tu ally re solve inter-state cri ses or even
pro tect the one thing it was cre ated to pre -
serve: the Westphalian-style na tion-state.

That is not to say that the book’s fo cus on
“the pos si ble” is not valu able. It is ex tremely
valu able and en cour ag ing. There is much
great work in the book on the “lone wolf ter -
ror ist” phe nom e non and the po ten tial dan -
gers oc cur rences of such ac tiv ity could cre -
ate. How ever, there is lit tle on the re al ity that 
it has al ways been, and will al ways be, the
“lone wolf” leader or dis rup tive thinker,
work ing in rel a tive iso la tion, who will
change the fu ture. Cer tainly, with the emer-
ging con flu ence of stra te gic mega-trends, it
will be the risk-tak ers, not the “col lec tive
think ers” or the highly-bu reauc ra tized gov -
ern ments, which will prove most nim ble in
seiz ing op por tu nity.

State of the Fu ture draws heavily on
United Na tions-orig i nat ing data on global
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pop u la tion trends and as pects re lated to
UN-blessed de mog ra phy or the sta tis tics of
the World Eco nomic Fo rum. That is the
Achil les heel of most global trend anal y sis
to day, for there are sound rea sons to doubt
UN sta tis ti cal or tho doxy, whether on is sues
of cli mate or on hu man pop u la tion num -
bers. UN num bers, like the trend anal y sis in
State of the Fu ture, are an im por tant start ing
point for de bate, not a flight path for hu man
re al ity. As a re sult, State of the Fu ture is an
im por tant com pen dium of “the State of
Now”. This is no con dem na tion: the
work, by broadly de fin ing the pres -
ent con di tion so well in many re -
spects, takes the reader much far ther
for ward than most think ing, which is 
usu ally mired in out dated ste reo -
types pos ing as a re flec tion of cur -
rent frame works.

State of the Fu ture is a very read -
able and im por tant tool, and es sen -
tial to any stra te gic plan ner. The ca -
veat is that the plan ner must not nec -
es sar ily buy in to tal ity the possi-
bilities, or the eth i cal or ideo log i cal
bases, or the pre scrip tions for ac tion, ad vo -
cated in the book.

The reader of the book must reach its fi -
nal pages say ing “yes, but ...” — GRC.

Books Which Can Change Us,
and History

Baron Mihajlo Mika�inoviæ. By Djuro
Zatezalo. Translated from the Serbian by
Marjorie Mikasen. Edited for the English
edition by Branko Mikasinovich. Febru-
ary 2014: New Avenue Books. ISBN:
978-0615973432. 142pp, softcover. Illust.,
indexed. Serbian edition (Baron Mihajlo
Mika�inoviæ od Zmijskog Polja), 2011.
Amazon.com. $8.10. Kindle vers. $2.99.

Those who re view books, and those who
write them, know — or hope in their core — 
that books can change lives, change en tire
so ci et ies; change worlds. Any one who cov -
ered the de cade of con flict in the Bal kans in
the 1990s, and saw the dis mem ber ment of
Yu go sla via and its peo ples, knew that the
con duct and out comes of the wars could
have — would have — been dif fer ent ... if
only the right peo ple in pol i tics and the me -
dia in Eu rope and North Amer ica had read
their his tory. If they had un der stood the re -
al i ties of that his tory. 

The 1990s was a heart break ing pe riod of
cru elly ig no rant pol icy, driv ing pu ni tive in -
jus tice. It is easy to blame it all merely on the
xe no pho bia of the hate groups which had
re-emerged, par tic u larly in Croatia and
what is now Bosnia and Herzegovina fol -
low ing the death of Mar shal Tito and then
the end of the Cold War. But that the great
West ern pow ers — and here we must cite, in
par tic u lar, Ger many, the US’ Clinton Ad -
min is tra tion, and the United King dom’s
Blair Ad min is tra tion — should be obliv i ous 
to his tory, and then to side with the hate
groups; there lies the trag edy. J’accuse.

And that there should be none who had
read the books and his tory of the re gion?
That the me dia should then be come, un-
apol o get i cally, the lap dog of mis guided pol -
icy? J’accuse.

Those who know that books can change
his tory first know that the books which stir
some thing of an open ing of the mind must
reach the right read ers at the right time. This 
re viewer had read much on the Bal kans
when the wars broke out there at the be gin -
ning of the 1990s. He wish he had read
Baron Mihajlo Mika�inoviæ. It would have
made a more nuanced un der stand ing of
that “balkanized world” so much more in ti -
mate.

The brief and won der fully read able Bar-
on Mihajlo Mika�inoviæ, by
Croatian-born Serb Djuro Za-
tezalo, is one such book which
could have helped cre ate more
ra tio nal and un der stand ing
sen ti ments to ward the var i ous
peo ples of what was to be come
Yu go sla via. It may seem ar cane
to sug gest that a bi og ra phy of
an 18th Cen tury no ble man,
fight ing on the marches of the
Austro-Hun gar ian Em pire,
could have changed 20th Cen -
tury pol icy. But so it could. In -

deed, the truly no ble Baron left a leg acy
thrust ing into the 21st Cen tury for that
same area where he was born and be came an 
he roic fig ure.

To day, the Baron would have been for -
got ten but for Zatezalo’s ded i ca tion, and the
ded i ca tion of his kins man, Branko Mikasin- 
ovich, and trans la tor Mar jo rie Mikasen.

It is not too much to say that even now —
hav ing gone through the bloody de cade of
the ‘nine ties try ing to point out the stag ger -
ing slan der which the then-lead ers of Ger -
many, the US, and the UK vis ited upon the
Serbs — this book has had a pro found ef fect
on this re viewer. It is a book about a cav a lier
who be came a no ble man of the Austro-
Hun gar ian Em pire, even though that Em -
pire poorly treated his peo ple and their Or -
tho dox Chris tian faith. Mihajlo Mika�in-
oviæ was the first Serb to reach the no bil ity
and the rank of field mar shal-lieu ten ant
(lieu ten ant-gen eral in the cur rent it er a tion)
in the Austro-Hun gar ian Em pire, and he
served Em press Maria-Theresa well, win -
ning bat tle af ter bat tle for her. He rose from
the ranks by sheer cour age and merit. His
fam ily the same; some 20 of them died for
the Em pire. He suf fered nu mer ous wounds
of bat tle, was cap tured and im pris oned un til 
ran somed.

But ul ti mately his prin ci ples and his de -
ter mi na tion not to sell out the in ter ests of
the Serbs of the Em pire, or their Or tho doxy,
were the cause of his un do ing, and he died at 
the age of 59, a few years af ter be ing pen -
sioned off in ig no min i ous fash ion. That he
died pre ma turely, in Vi enna where he had
sought treat ment, was un ques tion ably due
to both the in ju ries he had sus tained, to the
dam age to his health while a pris oner of war, 
and to the dis loy alty which the Em press
showed to her most loyal war rior as a re sult
of the ex treme Ro man Cath o lic xe no pho bia
in a cor ner of the Cro atian el e ment of the
Em pire. That same xe no pho bia fes tered af -
ter the col lapse of the Austro-Hun gar ian
Em pire, and re-emerged pe ri od i cally as the
Ustashe (Ustaše) of the 1941-45 “In de pend -
ent State of Croatia”, and dur ing the

break-up of Yu go sla via in the 1990s.
It is easy to see that this fes ter ing ex trem -

ism, so de ter mined to de stroy the Or tho dox
Serbs who Vi enna had courted to save the
Em pire’s south-east ern marches against the
Turks, was less than un der stood by the Im -
pe rial Court in Vi enna where a more mod -
er ate Ca thol i cism had wel comed Or tho dox
Serbs and Jews into the ar is toc racy and no -
bil ity. We saw in World War II and in the
1990s break-up of Yu go sla via a sim i lar fail -
ure of Ba var ian Ger mans and even the Vat i -
can to com pre hend that the zeal ous Ca thol -
i cism of the Ustaše ac tu ally be trayed Ca thol -
i cism, as well as the peo ples of the re gion.

The book on Baron Mihajlo Mika�inoviæ
shows clearly the un der ly ing strand of his -
tory which de stroyed the ca reer of the Baron 
— to the det ri ment of the Em pire — and
also was later to lead to the war in Yu go sla via 
and cause a mod ern Croatia to be born in
the ig no miny of Ustaše mis deeds in stead of
in the nat u ral flow er ing of in de pend ence.
To day’s Croatia is at tempt ing to re-bal ance
the so ci ety away from the ex trem ists, and
the fact that Cro atian-born Serb Djuro
Zatezalo was able to re main in that ter ri tory
and write his brief bi og ra phy of the Baron is
tes ti mony to the re turn of mod er a tion to
Zagreb.

The book be gins with a pref ace en ti tled
“Perseverence in the Or tho dox Faith”, by
Ser bian Or tho dox Bishop Gerasim of the
Up per Karlovac Di o cese, and starts:

The Mil i tary Bor der era is an im -
por tant chap ter in the his tory of the
Habs burg mon ar chy. The Krajina re -
gion [of Croatia] played a rôle in de -
fend ing the [Austro-Hun gar ian] state’s 
bor ders from the be gin ning of the 16th 
to the end of the 17th cen tury. The
Krajina con tin ued to have a stake in the 
Aus trian wars in the Bal kans and in
Cen tral and West ern Eu rope in the
18th and 19th cen tu ries. This his tory
rep re sents one of the most im por tant
themes in Ser bian his to ri og ra phy.
The name of Mika�inoviæ was to live on,

not only in the res i dents of at least three
ham lets (as the au thor notes) in Donje and
Gornje Dubrave ar eas, but in a sub se quent
Lt.-Gen. Mika�inoviæ of the com mu nist Yu -
go slav Peo ple’s Army. And in Branko Mika-
sinovich, now liv ing in the United States and 
de ter mined to bring Djuro Zatezalo’s book
into an Eng lish-speak ing world. Branko Mi- 
kasinovich worked not only to edit the sen -
si tive trans la tion by Mar jo rie Mikasen, but
also to ac tu ally re search and bring out the
ap pro pri ate mean ings of the var i ous Aus -
trian ranks and mil i tary terms of the pe riod.

This is an eas ily-di gest ible book which
reaches any reader who rec og nizes that, in
the pros e cu tion of the wars of the 1990s in
the Bal kans (and, even, in World War II),
there was some thing miss ing from the in ter -
na tional com mu ni ties’ un der stand ing of the 
com plex i ties of the area and its peo ple. It is
not yet over: the trans form ing Greater Black 
Sea re gion, and the un rest within Tur key
(and its pres ent leader’s anti-Atatürk dream
of a new Ottomanism), make the Bal kans,
and there fore Eu rope, still vul ner a ble.

So, even now, Zatezalo’s book may find its 
mark in open minds. — Greg ory R. Cop ley
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